Student Information System Comparison Chart

SchoolSpace vs. PowerSchool

	Characteristic
	SchoolSpace (1st system we reviewed)
	PowerSchool (2nd system we reviewed)

	Ability to Connect People to Information


	
	

	To what extent will all constituents be able to access securely the information that each group needs (e.g., teachers, counselors, staff, administrators, parents, students, community members)?
	Not available until next fall. Online grades and attendance information is doable, but we’ve not received a precise description of whether this service is ready now or in the future, and what is required to accomplish it.
	Definitely part of the current version of the software. Powerschool’s PowerLink feature allows students and families without Internet access to use telephones to access basic attendance and data information. Some schools using Powerlink say that it doesn’t always work that well.

	General 
	
	

	Are the administrative and teacher interfaces simple to use and navigate?
	Committee reviewers described SchoolSpace as easier to understand…
	…and found PowerSchool’s wide range of features confusing.

	To what extent can we customize the program ourselves? (e.g., reports, additional fields, queries and searches)
	Basic functions are highly customizable by our users.
	Basic functions are highly customizable by our users. PowerSchool’s grading/ attendance program provides teachers additional options for customization.

	Is it full-featured, able to handle core SIS functions out of the box? (e.g., online attendance and grading, discipline, health, special ed, transportation, standards and testing)
	Questions still remain about counselor functions, but other areas are full-featured.
	Questions still remain about counselor functions, but other areas are full-featured.

	To what extent does the program support import and export functions to allow us to move data easily between other databases, such as transportation, ID systems, library card catalogue, etc.?
	SchoolSpace reports that they can support our requests for moving data between its interface and VersaTrans and JSchool.
	PowerSchool has a built-in AutoComm feature designed to automate and manage regularly scheduled data shares with other programs. It should support our needs in this area. This feature will be highly valuable and definitely sets it apart from its competitors.

	Is the grading module designed to support a wide range of grading practices?
	Yes. Teachers can only fill in grades and attendance while working online.
	Yes. Teacher can work offline with PowerSchool’s grading program.

	Is the attendance module reliable, simple to use, lean in its use of bandwidth?
	Seemingly
	Seemingly

	Does the program provide for all state-required reports?
	Yes. All data is available for state reporting.
	IL state reporting will be available as of May, 2002

	Will the program support sharing of progress report and grade information with special ed case managers to supplement the “yellow sheet” process
	Yes. Assuming faculty members are using the grading program, they can email grade and attendance information using Crystal Reports.

[The teachers on our committee have expressed different views about the best way for us to use these capabilities.]
	Yes. Assuming faculty members are using the grading program, they can email grade and attendance information to parents or staff. Depending on what policies we set as a district, case workers could set themselves up to receive automated, periodic reports from teachers. The teachers on our committee have expressed concern about how parents might interpret grades in mid-stream.

	Technical
	
	

	Does the program allow us to use existing servers, network operating systems, and client machines?
	SchoolSpace aligns perfectly with our network infrastructure, allowing us to use existing servers, licenses we already own, a database engine similar to the one JSchool uses (SQL server), and a reporting program (Crystal Reports) that we will use with JSchool.
	PowerSchool will allow us to use existing servers, but it uses 4D, a database engine that is new to us and is not widely used. It must also be said that to interface with 4D we only need a knowledge of html, which many of the Ed Tech staff already have.

	What, if anything, must be loaded on the client machines? Just a web browser? (With nearly 300 machines possibly needing to use this program, keeping client software up to date is difficult)
	Web browser only. 
	Web browser only for the administrative package. To enjoy many of the benefits that their grading client offers, we would need to load and maintain a separate client on faculty machines for grading and attendance. Teachers see this as an advantage as they can work offline and update later when online.

	What database engine is used? Will it be fast? Will it handle our growth?
	SQL server should handle expected growth in our district.
	4D should be adequate at the start. Oracle or SQL server are future options.

	Has the program been designed with modern software protocols, thus allowing us to realize the efficiencies that can be gained through such design?
	Yes. Java and html should allow us to access our data in many different ways.
	Yes.

	How secure is the program?
	We have no way of testing this. Company rep’s say it is secure.
	We have no way of testing this. Company rep’s say it is secure, and the company web site boasts an extensive privacy policy.

	Is the data ours? Can we access it with other programs? If the company goes under, can we still use the data?
	The data is ours, will reside on our servers, and should be accessible and useable through other data base programs.
	The data is ours, will reside on our servers, and should be accessible and useable through other data base programs.

	Vendor Reliability
	
	

	What is the likelihood that this vendor will be here for the next 10 years? Is there financial depth to the company?
	SchoolSpace has a significant established presence in Asia and a growing presence in the US. The bios of the staff at Limitless suggest that there is depth and a wide range of experience available.
	PowerSchool is now owned by Apple Computers and has a significant install base in the US—over 3000 schools.

	How available is support? Through what means? Is there a local human who can provide help?
	Home base is in Chicago, and support is available via email or phone within 30 minutes of call being placed. The Chief Technology Office lives in Grayslake. Online documentation is under development.
	Online and telephone support. Extensive help is provided in their online documentation.

	Is the program already installed and running successfully at other locations? What are their reactions?
	We have interviewed one school to date. Their start up was rocky, but they gave the  company high marks for their responsiveness to problems. SchoolSpace is installed in numerous locations in Indiana and Pennsylvania, with other locations coming on line soon.
	Interviews with 5 schools currently running the program were generally positive in all categories. No program runs or installs perfectly. Powerschool is installed in many schools nationwide, especially in Utah and California

	Cost
	
	

	Initial cost
	$29,235.00, not including travel expenses related to training
	$51,360.00 (price include $1,000 for conversion, which will likely cost much more, depending on how much of our historical data we want to carry)

	Cost of ongoing support
	$16,835.00 annually (will increase as our enrollment increases)
	$7,260.00 annually (will increase as our enrollment increases)

	Cost of custom programming
	?
	?

	Standards and Testing
	
	

	Can we align test scores in the grading module with state standards and extract this data for tracking in other programs, such as SPSS?
	Yes. The grading portion of SchoolSpace includes lesson planning features which include the state standards.
	State standards are not yet included in PowerSchool.
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