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Warren Township High School

Bill Chapin-Director of Educational Technologies

500 N. O’Plaine Rd - Gurnee, IL 60031

847.599.4600  Fax: 847.599.4848    E-mail:  bchapin@wths.net


Web: http://www.wths.net
Minutes 10/4/2000 Technology Advisory Committee Meeting

Committee members present: Linda Berger, Barbara Brattin, Bill Chapin, Mary Donnellan, Jim Huisel, Greg Johnson, Varsha Kulkarni, Carmine Lanni, Mary Olson, Andrew Page, and Mike Schumann. Guests: Dr. McKanna, Mary Losavio

Next meeting: December 6th, 2000; O’Plaine Campus Library Classroom, 500 N. O’Plaine Road, 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Action Items for Next Meeting

· Review Tech Plan Timeline, and identify priorities for the remainder of the year (Mr. Chapin will indicate current status when time allows). Send suggestions via email, to be shared with committee.

· Review letter to parents about network and email accounts for students, which Mr. Chapin will share with the group

· Suggest questions to include in a survey of family/home use of technology

Summary of the Meeting

The meeting began at 7:05 with the introduction of guests, Dr. McKanna and Mary Losavio.

Dr. McKanna spoke about the Ed Rate Increase that is on the ballot in November. 

Mary Losavio presented the Internet project, which she prepared through the Collaboratory Project at Northwestern University. She is using it with her Spanish II classes now and is encouraged with the results. This is a pilot program being used by

four teachers at Warren and participation in the program allow them to obtain computer equipment for their classrooms. Her project is viewable at http://collaboratory.nunet.net/cwebdocs/index.html. Feel free to contact Ms. Losavio at mlosavio@wths.net if you have questions.

We viewed a slide show by Mr. Chapin, which highlighted the summer projects completed by the technology staff. This included setting up the 200 laptop computers for the faculty, the installation of new computers in labs at O'Plaine, new electrical wiring in some areas of O'Plaine as well as the installation of new servers.

The status of the goals in the Communication and Information Plan was explored. Student accounts and e-mail are ready for access and some students are using their accounts. A letter will go home to parents with an explanation of this service for students.

There was discussion on offering computer packages through outside vendors at the freshman registration in January as well as a presentation of technology use in the classroom perhaps using Miss Losavio's Spanish project as an example. This might encourage parents to equip their students with a computer.

Eight teachers have been working with the ThinkWave program which allows students’ progress and homework assignments to be posted on the web. This is a free program that looks promising in promoting communication between parents, students and faculty.

There is a need to continue work on the school web site and perhaps hire a webmaster to keep it updated and current. Bill is being helped by a faculty member but at this point

it is difficult to expect consistent and quality help from students.

The pressing job for the committee is to design a survey of home technology usage to be sent home.  We will attempt to conduct this work via email to prevent adding a meeting in November.

Minutes submitted by Linda Berger, WTHS Technology Department Clerk.
Bill Chapin
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