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2/4/2000

Minutes 2/2/2000 Technology Advisory Committee Meeting

Committee members present: Frank Bartos, Linda Berger, Bill Chapin, Mary Donnellan, Jim Huisel, Greg Johnson, Carmine Lanni, Dennis Nixon, Mary Olson, Andrew Page, Dan Przygoda, Matt Schumann, Chris Stock, Matt Vanlerberghe.

Packets will be mailed to members who were not in attendance.

Next meeting: Wednesday, March 1, 2000 O’Plaine Campus Library Media Center Classroom, 7:00pm. to 9:00pm. 

Action Items for Next Meeting
· What revisions do you suggest to our current action plans? Which ones should we keep and update, which ones should we forget about, which ones should we add?
· What additional information, if any, do we need to complete during this first plan revision (i.e. by March's meeting)?
· What is our vision for learning with technology? Do the vision and scenario of our current technology plan sufficiently communicate where we want to go?

Summary of the Meeting

The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a demonstration of the Macintosh iBook and its use of wireless access to an Airport located in the room.  There was favorable discussion on its possible use in the classroom.  The advantage being that it is lightweight, transportable and does not require additional wiring or network hook ups. For those reasons, the additional cost of the Airport card and Airport wireless hub are negligible. 

We then watched a video starring “Fr. Guido Sarducci” expounding on the 5-Minute University. The video presents a humorous take on students’ abilities to retain information from academic studies and the need for engaged learning experiences.

Mr. Chapin showed us the letter from Dr. McKanna to Mr. William H. Nuekom of Microsoft thanking him for the donation of software.  Andrew Page was also thanked for bringing the Microsoft grant program to the school’s attention. Warren Newport Library and the Woodland school system also received software grants from Microsoft.

We are in the fourth year of our Illinois State Grant on Technology Integration Programs and Mr. Chapin will attend an orientation session on February 23 to learn what we need to do to qualify for additional funding.

Mr. Chapin received information from ZapMe, a company that offers a program that will provide 15 Dell or Toshiba computers (at each school) for use in the libraries.  The company will provide a filtered connection to the Internet via satellite dish (company provided). The computers will have Microsoft 2000 software installed.  We must guarantee four hours of use daily and a small advertisement will scroll across the bottom area of the screen. The computers will not be connected to our network.  ZapMe will install, maintain and upgrade these computers.

Warren High School Intranet is up and running. The BlueNet can be accessed from our home page on the web and provides access to internal forms and online manuals. 

Jim Huisel and Bill Chapin attended the Great Minds Dialogue Series: "Frontiers of Educational Technology" event at the Illinois Math and Science Academy, Monday, January 24, 2000, and distributed a packet of information from the seminar.  Jim discussed Alan November’s handout “Paper to Light; Preparing Students for the Digital Economy.” Jim talked about the question, “Where is education going?” We should not use technology to enhance educational instruction and continue to teach in the same method but rather technology should be integrated to aid in gathering information and enhancing systems of communication.

We had a lively discussion on the ‘virtual classroom’ and the ability of technology to enrich courses available to students. The virtual high school is one of many concepts being considered by our Space Committee (which meets next on Monday, Feb. 21st, at the Almond Campus) to reduce the effects of larger student populations. There are virtual high schools and courses in place and further information can be found on the Internet at www.concord.org

The question was asked about why our mission statement and curriculum guide did not reflect the use of technology.  Mary Olson answered that the new superintendent will probably begin the process of restructuring the mission statement and the curriculum guide must remain flexible for colleges reviewing students' course work; therefore broad course descriptions are needed. 

The budget for technology was discussed. No firm dollar amount is given. A wish list is submitted and cuts are made.  The technology budget has been well supported in the past.  The budget itself is curriculum drive. Computer repair costs are up and as our current computers age, there will be replacement costs.  The current ratio of students to computers is about seven to eight students per computer.

Mr. Chapin has attached a technology chart to our web site that highlights how our computer labs are being used.

We should be looking at our goals and determining how they fit into the Gap Analysis survey. One goal is the availability of laptop computers for teachers who wish to use them. There will be a computer survey for parents in the registration packet for next fall.

Andrew Page discussed the use of a common infrastructure to utilize technology as a tool for education.  He states wireless technology is a great tool for enhancing and sharing information. He would like to see high school to high school communication and adequate training programs in place.

The meeting closed and participants are reminded to fill the online feedback form found on the WTHS web page.
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