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Warren Township High School

Bill Chapin-Director of Educational Technologies

500 N. O’Plaine Rd - Gurnee, IL 60031

847.599.4600  Fax: 847.599.4848    E-mail:  bchapin@mail.warren.lake.k12.il.us
Web: http://www.warren.lake.k12.il.us

Minutes 4/5/2000 Technology Advisory Committee Meeting

Committee members present: Frank Bartos, Linda Berger, Bill Chapin, Jim Huisel, Tamara McCulloch, Mary Olson, Dan Przygoda, Mike Schumann, Chris Stock, Matt Vanlerberghe.

Packets will be mailed to members who were not in attendance.

Next meeting: Wednesday, October 4, 2000, Almond Campus

Action Items for Next Meeting

· Reviews summer progress toward goals and set the course for the year.

· Plan data collection and analysis.

Summary of the Meeting

The meeting began at 7:05 p.m. with the introduction of new member Tamara McCulloch, who works with the Collaboratory Project at Northwestern University.

News items:

We have hired a consulting group to do a network audit to help us implement our goals for the Wide Area Network.  Greg Small of the Area 1 Hub is helping us look at wide area network connections. There was discussion on high and low bandwidth and what may be needed to accomplish our goals. Options being researched include laying our fiber, installing wireless (11 mbs or 100 mbs) connections, and using cable services.

Mr. Chapin has been researching wireless networking options with the use of a wireless hub and NIC cards in laptops. There would be some zones in the building for student use and some for teacher use.  The access point costs about $1,500 and the NIC cards $295.

Three new courses have been proposed for Board approval: Computer Repair and Maintenance, Cisco Networking Academy, and Web Page Development.  The Cisco course is a two-year course; the other two courses would last a semester.  These courses would be hands-on and may be offered at non-traditional times to attract various types of students.  It may be possible to find externships to enhance this course work. A parent and student survey will be sent home with registration materials to gather information about computers and Internet use at home as well as the best way to schedule these new courses. We will continue to consider and refine the questions for this survey.

Plan Discussion

The committee discussed several of the goals in the Communication and Information Plan and recommended refinements or changes. Highlights of the discussion include the following:

Keeping the community informed as well as the students and their parents is a high priority. The web page needs to be kept current. Possible use of video for broadcasting on a local TV station was discussed as a possibility. This plan does not include the administration and clerical staff as well as the Library and AV.

Closing

The meeting closed with thanks to the participants.  All those in attendance, please fill out the online feedback form found on the WTHS web page at http://www.warren.lake.k12.il.us/tac/survey.htm
The plan will go before the Board of Ed in early May. I'll share additional information as I complete it. It would be great if  one additional parent/community member were free to help me present to the Board. Let me know if you are interested and I will get you the exact date and time of our meeting.

Thank you all for your assistance this year. It is empowering to advance a plan in which so many dedicated parents, business people, citizens, teachers, students, and staff members have had a part.
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